LEVIATHAN

state of decomposition would come up on the " plan,"
sizzling with putrefaction. Several times one of us had
been standing near one of these when it had suddenly
exploded, showering greasy, stinking, rotten flesh over
us and into our faces. That caused particular delight.
But let it be said that they laughed at each other's mis-
fortunes just as much and every bit as cruelly. Once
I saw one of the men miss his footing on the long slope
leading up to the raised bone platform. He slid down it
and along half the length of the " plan " on his bottom,
picking himself up at the end of it considerably shaken.
The whole work of the " plan" was disorganised.
About a hundred and fifty men ceased work for five
minutes to roar with unsympathetic laughter. Others
crowded to the windows of the boiler sheds and came
running out of the furnace room to see what it was all
about. Even the old man who ground the knives came
hobbling out of his hole. The old foreman of the " plan "
came stumping up with his steel whale hook in his hand,,
beaming with pleasure. " There he went. There he
went/5 he said. " Yessir. Down he went. Poor man !
Poor man ! " And he stumped off chuckling.

The first thing that Wheeler and I did to every whale
was to measure the length of it from the snout to the
tail and take various other measurements. The purpose
of this was to find out, from the examination of a great
number, whether any change in bodily proportions
takes place with growth and what variations take place
in the size of the whales brought into the station from
month to month and year to year. The management
of the whaling station also required the foreman to note
down the length, sex and species of every whale for their
own records. The foreman took his lengths from us
but it was a long time before he would do so. For
months he stuck to his four-metre-long measuring stick
as against our hundred-metre-long tape. After we had
made our careful measurement, being sure that the tape